
 
 
Appeal to the 2008 Lambeth Conference from the Council of Anglican Episcopal 
Churches in Germany  
 
 
As the 2008 Lambeth conference approaches, sadly overshadowed by disagreement and 
disunity within the Anglican Communion, we offer our experience together as an example 
and model of how Anglicans can and why they must work together.   
 
Since 1996 Church of England chaplaincies and The Episcopal Church parishes in Germany 
have been officially joined in the Council of Anglican Episcopal Churches in Germany 
(CAECG).  As defined in the Articles of Association of the CAECG our mission is to:  
“….. assist its members in the performance of their missionary task in co-operation with the 
other churches in Germany, proclaiming the Word of God, administering the Sacraments, 
pastoral work, religious education, charitable activity and participation in ecumenical 
endeavours, according to the principles of the Anglican Church” 
 
During the past 12 years we have 

• enjoyed close fellowship in the partnership of the Gospel, 
• exchanged pulpits and shared worship together, 
• led retreats and study weekends for each other, 
• shared in growing the Anglican presence in Germany, 
• acted as the official Anglican voice in Germany, as a full member of the German 

Council of Churches (both nationally and locally), through our presence at Kirchentag 
and at other meetings and events and 

• helped each other to spread the Good News - not just to expatriates. 
 
This has been an inspiring and spirit-filled experience for us all. We have profited from each 
other’s ideas, cultures and resources – the whole breadth of the Anglican Communion is alive 
and well at our bi-annual meetings – and we have learnt that we are more effective together 
than apart. Our meetings and our whole cooperation are defined by a spirit of mutual 
understanding and support and by a willingness to combine in our shared mission to the world 
without power games or competition.   
 
Even if the wider issues of the Communion have not completely passed us by and we have 
suffered the pain of the withdrawal from our miniature “Communion” of one chaplaincy, the 
vast majority of Anglicans (people and congregations) in Germany actively supports the 
CAECG. If we disagree, we do so in dialogue trying to follow the rule “In the primary things, 
unity; in the secondary things, liberality; in all things, charity” (St. Augustine). 
 
Therefore we would like to commend this “grass-roots” Anglican Communion as a model for 
the whole Church. We not only assure the Lambeth Conference that the Anglican family can 
thrive together, but also prayerfully appeal to the conference to do all in its power to make 
sure that we can continue in our work together in Germany and beyond. 
 
 
Passed at the Spring 2008 General Meeting of the Council of Anglican Episcopal Churches in 
Germany on 8th March, 2008 at St. George’s Church, Berlin.  


